
William Tyndale and the 
English Bible



Introduction

• Matthew 4:4 (ESV) 

• 4But he answered, “It is written, 

• “ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

• but by every word that comes from the mouth of  God.’ ” 



Introduction

• Luke 16:17 (ESV) 

• 17But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of  the 
Law to become void. 



Introduction

• Isaiah 40:8 (ESV) 

• 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

• but the word of  our God will stand forever. 





State of  the Bible

• The Bible was written over 1,500 years

• Pentateuch in 1400s BC

• Revelation in 90s AD

• Three Languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek

• Translated into Latin in 382 AD by Jerome

• Latin Vulgate was used for 1,000 years



State of  the Church



Archbishop of  Canterbury

• “It is a dangerous thing … to translate the text of  the Holy Scripture out of  
one tongue into another , for in the translation the same sense is not always 
easily kept . … We therefore decree and ordain , that no man hereafter , by 
his own authority translate any text of  the Scripture into English or any 
other tongue . … No man can read any such book … in part or in whole”



Tyndale’s Heart



University of  Oxford



Tyndale’s Languages

• Hebrew

• Greek

• Latin

• Italian

• Spanish

• English

• German

• French



Cambridge 
University



Dinner with a Priest

• Priest: “We had better be without God’s law than the Pope’s.”

• Tyndale: “I defy the Pope and all his laws!...If  God spares my life, I would 
cause the boy that drives the plow to know more of  the Scripture than you!”



The Story of  William Tyndale



Tyndale Flees to Europe

Wittenberg University



The Cologne Cathedral



Worms



1526 Edition of  the NT

•One of  only three known copies of  the 
1526 edition of  the illegal Tyndale 

translation of  the New Testament, printed 
in Worms, Germany.



Hebrew and Greek

 םיִמַ֖שָּׁהַ תאֵ֥םיהִ֑/אֱ ארָ֣בaָּתישִׁ֖ארֵב11ְּ
׃ץרֶאָֽהָ תאֵ֥וְ
 ינֵ֣פְּ־לעַ Dשֶׁחֹ֖וְ וּהבֹ֔וָ וּ֙התֹ֨התָ֥יְהָ ץרֶאָ֗הָו2ְ
 ינֵ֥פְּ־לעַ תפֶחֶ֖רַמְםיהִ֔/אֱ חַוּר֣וְ םוהֹ֑תְ
׃םיִמָּֽהַ
ֹיּו3ַ ׃רואֹֽ־יהִיְ וַֽ רואֹ֑ יהִ֣יְםיהִ֖/אֱ רמֶא֥

1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ
λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς
ἦν ὁ λόγος. 2 οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ
πρὸς τὸν θεόν. 3 πάντα διʼ αὐτοῦ
ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο
οὐδὲ ἕν.a ὃ γέγονενb



Prologue to Deuteronomy

• “This is a book worthy to be read in, day and night, and never to be 
out of  hands: for it is the most excellent of  all the books of  Moses. It 
is easy also and light, and a very pure gospel, a preaching of  faith and 
love: deducing the love to God out of  faith, and the love of  a man’s 
neighbor out of  the love of  God. Herein also thou mayest learn right 
meditation or contemplation, which is nothing else save the calling to 
mind, and a repeating in the heart, of  the glorious and wonderful 
deeds of  God, and of  His terrible handling of  His enemies.”



Father of  Modern English

• lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; knock and it shall be 
opened unto you; twinkling of  an eye; a moment in time; seek and you shall 
find; judge not that you not be judged; 

• let there be light; the powers that be; my brother’s keeper; the salt of  the 
earth; a law unto themselves; filthy lucre; it came to pass; the signs of  the 
times; the spirit is willing; live and move and have our being; and fight the 
good fight









Lessons from William Tyndale



Name Your Children After Tyndale



The Value of  Church History



Sacrificial Living



Cherish Your English Bible



William 
Tyndale

(1494-1536)


